
 

Meeting coordination 
CIHEAM, Instituto Agronómico Mediterráneo de Zaragoza 

FAO, Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

SPPF, Sociedade Portuguesa de Pastagens e Forragens 

ENMP, National Plant Breeding Station 

 

Organizing Committee 
Coordinators:  
José M. Abreu (SPPF) 

Manuel M. Tavares de Sousa (ENMP) 

 

Secretariat: 
Teresa Carita (SPPF/ENMP) 

 
Editors of meeting proceedings in “Options Méditerranéennes”: 

Manuel M. Tavares de Sousa, ENMP (Portugal) 

Claudio Porqueddu, CNR/ISPAAM (Italy) 

 

Logistics: 
Lola Navas (ENMP) 

 

Field Visits: 
David Crespo (Fertiprado) 

J. P. Carneiro (ENMP) 

N. Simões (SPPF) 

 

Conference Secretariat: 
Manuel Tavares de Sousa,ENMP 

Apartado 6, 7350-951 Elvas, PORTUGAL 

fax:  00351 268 629 295; Tel:  00351 268 637 740 

E-mail: fao.ciheam.elvas2008@gmail.com 

Web page: www.iamz.ciheam.org/elvas2008 

 
Scientific Committee 
 
M. M. Tavares de Sousa, INRB/ENMP (Portugal) 

Nuno Moreira,  UTAD (Portugal) 

Victor Moreno, SIA/JExt (Spain) 

Claudio Porqueddu, CNR/ISPAAM (Italy) 

M.ª Ermelinda Lourenço, UE (Portugal) 

Mário Cunha, UP/FC (Portugal) 

Ricardo Braga, IPP/ESAE (Portugal) 

Franciso Gonzalez, SIA/JExt (Spain) 

Manuela  Chaves, ISA/UTL (Portugal) 

Maria  Céu Matos, INRB/EAN (Portugal) 

Leopoldo Olea, UEx (Spain) 

Noémia  Farinha, IPP/ESAE (Portugal) 

David Crespo, Fertiprado (Portugal) 

 
 

 

Accommodation - Hotels 
Reservations forms should be sent directly by the participants (see Hotel 

Reservation Form). A shuttle bus will be provide by the organizers from the 

mentioned hotels and “Centro de Negócios Transfronteiriço de Elvas”. 

 

Language 
The official language of the meeting will be English.  

 

Venue 
The meeting will be held in the “Centro de Negócios Transfronteiriço de 

Elvas”, situated 11 km from Spanish border, 200 km from Lisbon. 

 

Payment 

The registration fee for delegates is € 250, before  15 February 2008 
and 

€ 300 afterwards.   

Optional field-trip: 50 €. 

Make a Bank Transfer payable to “Sociedade Portuguesa de  Pastagens  e  

Forragens”,  BIC  Code: CGDIPTPL;   

IBAN n.º PT50003502790003225103060,  Caixa Geral de Depósitos (CGD) 

– Elvas Agency , Rua da Cadeia, 7350-146 Elvas, Portugal 

 

Changes 
 

The Scientific and Organizing Committee reserve the right to make changes 

to this programme by scientific and/or technical reasons 
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12th MEETING OF THE FAO-
CIHEAM  

 

SUB-NETWORK ON 

MEDITERRANEAN PASTURES AND 
FODDER CROPS 

 

 
 

"Sustainable Mediterranean 

Grasslands 

and 

their Multi-Functions” 
 
 

 
 

3rd Circular 

 

ELVAS, Portugal 
9-12 April 2008  

 



 

Programme 

 

Tuesday  April 8  
16.00 Registration 

20.00 Setting up poster display 

 

 Wednesday  April 9   
08.00   Registration and setting up poster display 

09.00   Official Opening 

  

09.30   Introductory Conference: “Pastures and fodder crops as part of 

high natural value farm systems at Mediterranean  dry land agro- 

ecosystems”. 
E. Sequeira (Nature Protection League - Portugal) 
10.00 Discussion  

 

10.10 Session 1: “Multi-functional role of grassland systems” 

Chairperson: C. Batello (FAO-Italy) 

Main Speaker: M. Bugalho (CEABN-Portugal) 
 

10.50 Coffee break 

 

11.05 Short oral presentations 

-“Restoring semi-arid rangelands on a Greek Aegean island” 
I. Hadjigeorgiu et al. (Agricultural University of Athens-Greece)  
- “Rehabilitation of degraded espinales in the Mediterranean zone of 

Chile using annual legumes and multipurpose trees.” 
C. Ovalle et al. (Instituto de Investigaciones Agropecuarias-Chile) 

- “The dynamics of soil organic matter accumulation in Portuguese 

grassland soils” 
R. Teixeira  et al. (IST-Portugal) 
- “Landscape mosaic for enhancing biodiversity - at what scale and how 

to maintain it? 
O. Gabay et al. (Ministry of Agriculture-ARO, The Volcani Center-Israel) 
- “Selection of spontaneous genotypes with high pastoral value and for 

multiuse systems” 

M. Vargiu et al. (Agris-Italy) 
 

12.20 Poster viewing Session 1 

12.45 Poster discussion Session 1 

 

13.00 Lunch 

 

14.30 Session 2: “The role of perennial grasses in rainfed farming 

systems” 
Chairperson: A. Abdelguerfi (INRA-Algeria) 

Main Speaker: F. Lelièvre (INRA-France) 
 

15.10 Short Oral presentations 

- “Eco physiological survey of some perennial grass cultivars in the semi-

arid region of Sétif “ 
M. Mefti et al. (University of M’Sila-Algeria) 

- “Pure stands vs  four-species mixtures: agronomic and ecological 

implications in Mediterranean rainfed conditions“ 
C. Porqueddu et al. (CNR-ISPAAM-Italy) 
- “Forage species for long duration artificial mixtures characterised by 

different complexity” 

N.  Staglianò et al. (University of Florence-Italy) 
- “System  to grazing in a desert ecosystem: a case study in Saudi 

Arabia” 

M.M. Mirreh (FAO Regional Office for the Near East-Egypt) 
- Qualitative changes in the fodder obtained from forage legumes and 

Lolium multifllorum in the ecological conditions of Eastern Europe 
L. Cojocariu et al. (University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary 
Medicine of Banat from Timişoara-Romania) 
- “Determination of yields and agricultural characters of some perennial 

forage grass in Samsun ecological conditions” 

Z.  Acar et al. (University of Ondokuz Mayis-Turkey) 
 

16.40 Discussion  

16.50 Coffee break 

 

17.05 Poster viewing Session 2 

17.35 Poster discussion Session 2 

 

 Thursday  April 10   
 

08.00- 20.00 Mid field trip 
 

 Friday  April 11   
 

09.00 Session  3: “Ecophysiological strategies to overcome water deficit” 

Chairperson: F. Volaire (INRA-France) 
Main Speaker: M.  Moreno (UB-Spain) 

 

09.40 Short oral presentations 

- “Water stress Effects on perennial grasses growth and behaviour” 

R. Kallida et al.  (INRA- Morocco) 
- “Water Use Efficiency during mild seasons and water cost of summer 

survival in perennial cool season grasses” 
F. Lelièvre et al. (INRA Montpellier, UMR-SYSTEM-France) 

- “Behaviour  and use of the water of some cultivars of perennial Alfalfa 
in an semi arid area in Algeria” 
D. Bellague et al. (Université de CHLEF/INRA-Algeria) 
- “A model to simulate tiller dynamics, growth and yield in sown pastures 

of perennial forage grasses under Mediterranean environments” 
S. Satger et al. (INRA UMR-SYSTEM-France) 
- “Modelling growth responses of annual legumes to water shortage” 
M. Vrahnakis et al.  (Technological Educational Institute-Greece) 
- “Effect of the interaction between elevated CO2, temperature and 

drought  during  re-growth  of  nodulated  alfalfa  plants” 
G. Erice et al. (Universidad de Navarra-Spain) 
 

11.00 Discussion 

11.15 Coffee break  

 

11.30 Poster viewing Session 3 

12.00 Poster discussion Session 3 

 

12.30 Lunch 

 

14.30 Session  4: “Selection for sustainable forage crops and 

pastures” 
Chairperson: M. M. Tavares de Sousa (ENMP-Portugal) 
Main Speaker: A. Loi (DAFWA-Australia) 
 

15.10 Short oral presentations 

- “The effect of seeding rate on yield components and regeneration 

of a local variety of Scorpiurus muricatus in semi-arid conditions of 

Tunisia” 
A. Zoghlami Khélil et al. (INRAT-Tunisie) 
- “Seed production of Bituminaria bituminosa: size, production, 

retention and germination capacity of the legumes” 

E. Correal et al. (IMIDA-Spain) 
-  Phenological variation within several Algerian populations of Sulla 

(Hedysarum coronarium L., Fabaceae) 
R. Issolah et al. (INRAA-Algeria) 
- "Ecological studies on Coastal sand dunes Rangeland on North West 

of Egypt" 

M. S. Abbas et al. (Institute of African Research and Studies-Egypt) 
- “Characterization of spontaneous population of  Trifolium  spp.” 
R. Tuttobene et al.(Dipart. di Scienze Agronomiche, Agrochimiche e delle 
Produzioni Animali-Italy) 
- “Studies on plant cover in Wadi Umm El-Rakham in the northwestern  

coast of  Egypt” 

M. H. M. El-Morsy et al. (Desert Research Center-Cairo–Egypt) 
 

16.40 Discussion  

16.50 Coffee break 

 

17.05 Poster viewing Session 4 

17.35 Poster discussion Session 4 

 

18.05 Final Session. Future programme of the Sub-Network 

Chairperson: C. Porqueddu (FAO/CIHEAM Sub-Network Coordinator) 
 

18.55 – End of the Meeting 

 

20.30 Social dinner 

 

 Saturday April 12  
8.00-20.00 Optional post-congress field trip. 

The Post-Meeting Tour  will be less related with research activities but 

more linked with the environmental, historical and cultural aspects of the 

Alentejo region.  A traditional agro-silvo-pastoral farm  in a typical 

Montado area will be visited.   


